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Dateline: September 1, 2008 
 
 
 
The past six weeks have been a busy time for our area’s Lotus Enthusiasts! And we still have MORE 
events coming up:  The Long Island / Robert Moses Park show, a track day at Watkins Glen, and a 
Sussex Drive and Barbeque.  
 
Plus, full reports on all the summers’ happenings. 
 
READ IT ALL BELOW! 
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It happens on Sunday, September 28th. At this 
writing, details are sketchy, but we will send an 
email as the date gets closer. If you are interested in 
going, contact Mark Vinelli  x3v614@yahoo.com  or 
631-645-4487. The show is not too far from Captree 
State Park (where the weekly exotic/hotrod gathering 
is).  
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Don’t forget, a group of LEO and LOONY 
members are doing the October trackday.  
This is a great deal. Two days for 325 
bucks. It is billed as a Driver’s Ed event.  
Get to know the limits of your Lotus while 
under the instruction of seasoned pros. 
 
2008 Driver's Education at Watkins Glen 
International   
October 13/14, 2008 (Registration opens 
July 14th, 2008) 
You may Pre-Register at any time at the link 
below. 
 
 
$325 USD Registration fee includes: 
 
 
2 Full days of track time 
Qualified in-car instruction 
Additional classroom training 
Souvenir shirt or hat 
Monday evening Garage Party with food & open bar 
(Garage Party is free for drivers, $25 for guests) 
 
 
The website is www.niagarapca.com  (Niagara Porsche Club) 
 
This takes place on a Monday and a Tuesday.  Clubmember David Nagler has applications 
lotushack@lotusowners.com if anybody needs them. 
 
 

�� 		 ������$$�� ��-- �� ��		 �� �� ���� ���� �� ���� &&���� �� ��
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Now, on to one of my favorite driving areas:  Sussex County, NJ, where the 
traffic is sparse and the roads are convoluted.  Charlie Senkier, known far 
and wide to the members of LEO as Uncle Charlie, has graciously offered to 
create a Spirited Drive and host the après-drive barbeque at his place in 
Newton, NJ.  Who could say NO to that? As an added bonus, our starting 
place is at William Thomas Roadsters in Frenchtown, where we can see 
what’s new in the shop (is that old Marina rally car done yet?) and be treated 
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to coffee and goodies.  
 
We meet at 10:00AM at WTR, with a departure time of 11:00 AM. If you can’t make it to 
Frenchtown, meet us at Charlie’s directly at 2:00PM. RSVP to Charlie at 973-383-4118 (calls 
preferred) or email  cdsenkier@ft.newyorklife.com. For directions to WTR call 908-313-4482. 
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At LOG 28 the official information about LOG 29 was 
unveiled. As in 2004, it will be held in Birmingham, Alabama. 
The hosts will be the Alabama Lotus Club and Lotus Limited 
Southeast. This year RACING is the theme, so most of the 
activities will be at Barber Motorsports Park and Museum. 
Headquarters is the Wynfrey as it was in 2004 (a cozy hotel 
that is attached to a large mall), but an excursion to Talledega 
(and some laps of the high banks) are planned. So is a Lotus 
Vintage Race. 
 

 
More info to come! We expect there will be pre-production Lotus Evoras there to look at (and maybe 
ride in). 
 
  
 
 

Event Reports: 
 

�� �� �� 00		 ����
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July 27th was LEO’s annual Picnic, organized by the Jaguar 
Auto Group for several British car clubs. 
 
They did the usual fine job with all the activities. The new 
venue, Silas Condict Park in Kinnelon, was easy to get to and 
away from the traffic congestion of urban NJ. (But not from 
those travelling from Long Island, I’m told…Sorry.)  The Rally 
was a blast, with Photo Clues and a fifty-mile run among the 
Stoney Brook Mountains and Copperas Mountains. 
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By the time we returned to the Park for the picnic, the skies 
were threatening and the sound of thunder was in the air. No 
matter for the food however, as we were inside a large Picnic 
Pavilion.  It put a damper on the paddle boat races though! 
They are NOT electric-powered. 
 
Speaking of dampers, we were chagrined to find that the 
organizers didn’t bring any alcoholic beverages due to liability 
concerns.  They should have mentioned this when we 
registered…we could have brought some personal libation 
since they DID have permits.  Oh well. 

 
Unfortunately I was away from the awards when they were 
presented…but we DID have over 10 Lotus cars at the picnic, a 
fine showing. LEO Members won in several categories in the car 
show (which was divided by model years, not marque) 
 
Despite the one shower we had, it COULD have been worse… 
member Martin Horne was forced to use “supplemental 
motivation” on his Esprit because of the severe storms in Long 
Island on his trip out! 
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LOG was a TRIP this year. Held in downtown Indianapolis, IN (easy to find since what passes for 
skyscrapers stick up over the countryside and are visible for miles), they got something like 200 Loti of 
all descriptions attending.  Why, stacked up, all that fiberglass would be higher than the spire at 
Monument Circle! 

 
The LEO group did a lot of bonding during the trip…we learned 
how to smoke stogies, inhale fiery cocktail sauce, drive like 
maniacs around the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, create 
acetylene “bombs”, drink Mojitos, plant corn furrows with 
Elises, and more… 
 
Like: claiming squatters’ rights on hotel bar stools…certain pets 
chewing their feet whenever they sit in a Lotus…walkin’ the 
dog in an urban jungle…Billboards in Indiana that extol the 

goodness of NJ…New nicknames like ”Cousin Davey” and “Frantic Fran”…stalking the principals of 
Lotus Cars USA and Classic Team Lotus…being chased away from our photo op at the Air Force 
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Museum…getting lost on the Scenic Tour (turns out Atwell can lead but not follow)…a certain party 
being asked to climb into the 2-Eleven racer, in a dress, by Bob Dance... 
 
Then there was the screamin’ 11-MPH parade lap of the famous Brickyard (all the better to take 
pictures with, my dear). Hot fun on the tarmac at the Concours. Monument Circle taken over by Lotus 
cars.  The Johnny Cash Serenade in Story, Indiana on the scenic drive. The LEO Return to our past 
lunch stops like the Dutch Pantry in PA and various Cracker Barrels.  
 
Here are the details on our adventure: 
 
The LEO Caravan got a late start at our rendezvous point in Bartonsville, PA.  Seems that the truck 
stop/restaurant that Atwell remembered (and that still looked inhabited on Google Maps) was shuttered, 
but there was a gas station/convenience store that filled in while we waited for everyone to arrive. 

 
Once on the road we moved relentlessly towards our first 
night’s stop in Springfield, Ohio, only stopping at a Dutch 
Pantry to gas up and grab a bite to eat. We were really looking 
forward to arriving in Ohio where the gas prices were the 
cheapest, according to GasBuddy.com. The day’s only 
mechanical glitches involved frozen air conditioners (boy, 
motoring isn’t as tough as it used to be, is it?). That night we 
enjoyed beer and cigars near the motel pool. 
 

Next day we promptly traveled to the US Air Force Museum, 
which is a fantastic place…in fact we had agreed to leave for 
Indy about 3 PM but we ended up staying until closing at 
five…it was that interesting. We then went directly to LOG HQ, 
the Hilton, in Indianapolis.  
 
Thursday was spent walking the city of Indianapolis, as the 
Hilton was a block from the state Capitol and the Canal Walk, 

and Lockerbie Square, the 
historic district. That 
night we attended the first official LOG function, a reception at 
Prototype Development.  They had a lot of interesting 
machinery there, such as a 60’s Lotus Indy car, Ferrari replicas, 
a Stalker (Seven clone with 
a V-6!), and other exotica. 
 
Friday began with a 
caravan to Walker Racing. I 
glommed a ride in Ron 

Schmittou’s Lotus Carlton sedan!  We got to see how the Atlantic 
cars were assembled, and talk to the technicians there.  I never saw 
so much unshaped carbon fiber in my life!  They served a nice 
lunch with complimentary bottles of Aussie Vineyards wine (left 
over from last year’s CART sponsor…but we didn’t mind).  
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That afternoon was spent cleaning our cars for the Concours 
the next day. During the evening all LOG attendees were 
invited to a reception in the Arts Garden, a glass structure built 
over the city streets. It was there that we got to greet other 
Lotus owners from all over the world. Several other LEO 
members that couldn’t do the Caravan met us there as well.  
Lotus Legends such as Clive Chapman and Arnie Johnson 
(even Richard and Julie Parramint, celebrating their 30th 

wedding anniversary) 
were there to meet us.  
 
Next day was the big one! The police closed Monument Circle 
to vehicular traffic and our Loti were displayed there in 
preparation to the drive to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
This was one of the highlights of the weekend!  
 
  
After a few hours on the Circle, we had a police escort to the 

Speedway. There we queued up for a pace lap of the oval. Although it was a slow pace, we got a great 
opportunity to take pictures and “kiss the bricks” before assembling for the LOG Concours. 
 
Amidst the Concours voting, we were treated to a talk by the 
Speedway’s Historian, as he recounted many of the anecdotes 
about Lotus, Ford, Jim Clark, and Dan Gurney in the 60s.  Great 
times! Too bad he got cut short. 

 
That night was the main 
banquet, and Roger 
Becker provided insight 
into the future Lotus 
products.  He was SO 
enthusiastic about the Evora! And yes, we were supposed to be 
drinking and not noticing, but I got a good inkling of what the 
new Esprit will be like from the Evora presentation and talking 
to Roger. 
 

Next day (Sunday) the Autocrossers had to get up early to attend (we knew of at least one NJ member 
who didn’t make it), but the majority of us went on either the Rally or Scenic Drive.  Indiana is fairly 
flat, but the organizers found several twisty roads in Brown County south of the city, with a shopping 
stop in rustic Nashville IN and lunch in Story, IN. I can heartily recommend the drive on Route 135 
between Nashville and Freetown, IN! 
 
That night we got a sampling of what it was like to be a Lotus mechanic in the 60s courtesy of Bob 
Dance of Classic Team Lotus.  There was a video talk from Hazel Chapman, and even Clive Chapman 
spoke (something he rarely ever does). 
 
Monday was the track day at Putnam Park Raceway, and those that participated had a great time. The 
rest of us enjoyed watching the LEO members try to drive fast, while keeping between the grass 
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shoulders of the course. We all got to drive the track at lunchtime, which was a LOT more fun than at 
Indy, since we were actually able to shift out of first gear.  
 
 
On the trip home (a smaller caravan, as some couldn’t join us) 
we overnighted in Elyria, OH and attended a BBQ at the home of 
Debbie and Roy Collins. Crazy as we are, we tried to emulate the 
pranks of the Lotus techs by making our own acetylene 
fireworks…luckily, they duds for the most part. 
 
The LOG ended WAY too fast. The “official” stuff recounted 
above was only part of the fun. The endless hours at the bar, 
treating the Parramints to dinner at a swanky steakhouse, riding 
in everyone’s cars, meeting new friends…that’s what makes a LOG special. 
 
Join your fellow LEO members at LOG 29, to be held in Birmingham, AL at the Barber 
Museum, May 29 – June 1, 2009! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�� �� �� ���� �� ���� �� �� �� ����		 
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Turnout was light both of Lotus owners and overall at the Vanderbilt Concours. Mark Vinelli was 
joined by Steve Becker and, all the way from NJ, David Cicale. 
 

Mark is looking 
forward to seeing more 
of the Long Island folks 
at the Fire Island 
Lighthouse show at 
Robert Moses State 
Park on Sunday 
September 28th.   
Details to follow!  
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The new NJ Motorsports Park racetrack is a fine facility. 
Nestled next to the Millville Municipal Airport, it has a TWO 
race courses and a separate go kart track. Amenities such as the 
country club and villas are still not quite finished, but the track 
is there, and it was fun to watch the SVRA boys mix it up as 
they learned the track, this being their first outing at the facility. 
 
We watched as Kyle 
Kaulback of PALS 
practiced in his Lotus 

Type 61 Formula Ford (the next day winning first in his class, 
fourth overall, congratulations!)  and walked around both 
circuits.  A few took advantage of the promotional discounts 
arraigned by Nathan Davis of PALS to ride the karts on the fast 
outdoor track. 
 
Kyle was a graceful host, and his paddock-mate Skott [sic]  
drove us on a few laps of the track at lunchtime to show us the new course upfront-and-personal. 
 
Anyone wishing to visit NJMSP  on their own should note that on September 20 – 21 there is a 
Vintage Air Show next door which combines vintage auto races and over 20 WWII war-birds on 
display and in the air! 
 



 ��22 �� ���� 
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The Vintage Weekend (and Lotus Car Corral) was a 
big hit with LEO members who attended the festival. 
Even with the short advance notice, six LEO 
members attended (plus there were seven other Loti 
bringing the total to 13). 
 
There were two parade laps provided on the newly-

paved LRP racecourse. It was a calm procession in contrast to last year’s tear-ass 
pace.  
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Lotus was represented in the Rolex Moments in Time with the Type 86 dual-chassis car that was never 
raced. 
 
The day ended with a few of the gang heading over to Ed Reagan's house for some chow. Ed 
announced that he was going to the Lotus 60th anniversary celebration in the UK during September.  
He was made to promise he would get some good pictures of the Evora with something next to it for 
scale. 
-Thanks to Dom Giangrasso for this report 

 
 
 
 

770022 
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A blonde is driving her new Lotus sports car. She cuts in front of a semi, and almost causes it to drive 
over a cliff. The driver furiously motions for her to pull over, and she does.  
 
The driver gets out and draws a circle and tells her to stand in it. Then he gets out his knife and cuts up 
her leather seats.  

 
He turns around and sees she's smiling. So he goes to his 
truck, takes out a baseball bat, and starts busting her 
windows and beating her car.  
 
He looks back to see that she's laughing. He's really mad 
now, so he takes his knife and slices her tires. 
 
He turns around and she's laughing so hard, she's about 
to fall down. He demands, "What's so funny?"  
 
She says, "Every time you weren't looking, I stepped out 
of the circle!" 
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Thanks All, to those who have ordered from the LEO Regalia Store recently.  
We were the hit of the party at the LOG reception. 
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Now it’s up to the rest of you!   Begin stuffing your closets TODAY. 
 
You can purchase your LEO stuff here: 
http://www.lotusenthusiasts.org/Regalia/Default.asp 
FGL has added a women’s-cut polo shirt at our request. BTW if you want a special item, contact Ralph 
Janelli at Fourth-Gear-Ltd to get the LEO embroidery on your item of choice. Item of clothing that is. �   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

##�� �� �� ������ ������ �� ��77�� 		 ���� �� ��88%%66		 �� �� ��
From LotusTalk 
 
 
Yet another factor in the middling performance of the Elise’s air conditioner is the fact that hot water is 
always circulating in the heater matrix. The A/C system then has to cool this hotter air. 
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Owners cannot just disable the heater circulation, because under some conditions the heater core is used 
to remove heat from the coolant after shutdown.  The solution, then, is to install an electrically actuated 
bypass circuit that can be used when maximum air conditioning is demanded by the vehicle occupants, 
yet will revert back to the factory configuration when the ignition is switched off. 
 
Heat Soak 
 
In order to help control engine temperature after switching off an engine whose temperature is over 
88°C, the ECU will remain powered for a period of 20 minutes to allow heat soak management. 

 
A coolant re-circulation electric 
pump is mounted below the coolant 
header tank and is plumbed into the 
heater supply line. When energized, 
the pump circulates coolant through 
the engine and heater system, 
drawing coolant from the back of 
the cylinder head, and pumping it 
through the heater matrix to the 
heater return pipe and back into the 
thermostat housing. The pump 
functions only with ignition off in 
conditions where the ECU remains 
live. The pump is then activated at 
coolant temperatures over 110°C, 
switching off at 100°C on fall. If 

temperature should rise to 115°C, the pump will be supplemented by the two cooling fans running at 
half speed, switching off at 110°C on fall. 
 
 
The heater core, which is always hot (by design), is either heat soaking the AC system so that it warms 
the AC output or the blend door does not close fully which allows air to travel through the heater core 
even when the temperature in the car is set to full cold. 
 
The solution for this issue was to create a heater core bypass system with the following requirements: 
 
1) Must be controllable from the cockpit to turn the by-pass on or off 
2) Must return to the non-bypass mode whenever the engine is turned off. This is required to support 
the feature where the car can run an electric circulating pump after engine shutdown to prevent hot 
spots in the engine from overheating. 
3) Must be light, operate reliably, and be built from readily available parts 
4) Must be reversible (no permanent modification to the car other than readily replaceable parts) 
 
All requirements were met with the solution on the following Link. The total cost is approximately $60 
in parts for the conversion. For requirement 4) only two heater hoses would have to be replaced to 
convert the car back to original. 
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http://www.lotustalk.com/forums/f92/heater-core-bypass-mod-tony-wa-how-26740/ 
 
Basically, the modification is to install an electrically-actuated heater hose valve from a ’98 Ford 
Ranger into the heater line. You install a switch in the interior, so that if you want cool A/C, you just 
put it on. When the engine is off, the valve returns to the original position, so that the originally-
designed coolant protection still works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�� 
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(Submit yours to Atwell Haines, carbuff@lotusowners.com. Anything is accepted but Lotus ads get priority) 
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1997 Esprit V8, Azure Blue, custom 3 piece Davin wheels, suede insert interior. Some reversible 
cosmetic modifications. $37,000. Call George Withers 980-482-8132 (Westfield, NJ) 
 
 
 
 
 
1987 LOTUS ESPRIT, one of only 300 made in 1987, only 15,500 miles, 
original 2.2L turbo engine w/ 5 speed trans, runs & drives like a dream, 
maintained meticulously, extra clean inside & out, needs nothing! $24,800... 
Brian Hurst brianmhurst@msn.com or  (973) 907 0104 . 
 
 
 
1969 Elan Plus 2, parting out. Remaining stuff: Fresh Lotus L casting, assembled short block 
assembled by RS Motorsports (only broken in, 1500 miles on clock); gearbox in need of 3rd gear 
syncro, otherwise fine; all gauges, in mint condition: Speedometer, Tach (rebuilt 1500 miles ago), split 
water temp/oil pressure gauge, ammeter; fuel gauge. Fuel Tank, Window Frames, plus side an rear 
windows; parcel shelf and rear seatback. Frank Doty, 973-476-5266 or Efrankdoty@aol.com 
 
 
Stainless Catalytic Converter Test Pipes, custom welded, with or without O2 
sensor fitting, for 89 - 95 Esprit. Unleash the engine's growl! $275. Jim 
Cummings, 908-612-0548 or JCummi1561@aol.com 
NEW! Shifter bushings for Citroen-'box Esprits.  Inquire.     SOON: M100 Cat 
Pipe. 
 
 
Stage 2 Lotus exhaust off 2005 Elise. New Janspeed model. Only 300 miles. Asking $500. 
Please call John Carlone at (973) 366-8424 or  <carlone47@verizon.net> 
 
 
LEO Discounts on Meguiars: We are proud to announce that Meguiar’s has a brand new E-store, 
www.MeguiarsDirect.com. We are offering 10% off every order between now and October 31st. To 
receive the discount, simply type the code “carguy” (without the quotes) in the space provided during 
checkout. Dan Kahn– Meguiar’s, Inc. 818.992.4353  
 
 
 
Atwell Haines 
’88 Esprit 
Succasunna, NJ 
973-927-3765 
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