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Dateline: April 19, 2009 
 
We’ve had a LOT of action on the NY/NJ Lotus scene during the past six weeks, with more to come. 
Ain’t Spring WONDERFUL? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 ���� 
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Our good friends Robert Konick (late of Lotus of Greenwich) 
and Greg Dick (late of Club111) are repeating their yearly drive 
starting from the Ship Inn in Milford, NJ on Sunday, April 
26th at 1:00 PM. This is the type of event Lotus owners just 
love…meet at a nice restaurant, drive for an hour (or two) then 
go back and have a meal.  
 
The Inn is known for its English-style food and is a very fitting 
stop for British car owners. The address is 61 Bridge Street, 

Milford 08848, and if you need directions the phone is (908) 995-0188.  Please RSVP to Robert by 
April 22 at <wallabyguy@earthlink.net> or by sending a PM to him (Wallabyguy) on LotusTalk. 
 
The LotusTalk topic is here:  
http://www.lotustalk.com/forums/f110/2009-fish-chips-run-69191/ 
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Once again Lotus of Princeton and LEO are supporting the Hopewell Cruise Night on Friday, May 
8th, 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. On Cruise Night, Hot Rods, Collector Cars and Exotics line the streets of the 
town while a band plays near the center. Shops and eateries are 
open late.  
 
Last year we had Ed Kollin,  creator of CamGuard, talk at length 
about what happens regarding oil in a running engine. 
Unfortunately we had to end the session due to time. So we are 
pleased to announce that Ed will once again talk at Sports and 
Specialists on Cruise Night. The talk is scheduled to begin 
around 8:00 PM. 
 
If it’s your first time to Hopewell you can contact Ed Sanson at Princeton Lotus, 49 East Broad 
Street, 08525, 609.466.5305  sportsandspecialistcars@comcast.net for directions.  
 

##$$%%���� �� ������!! 		   ���� "" ��&&���� �� �� �� ��'' ������ �� �� �� ��
 
 
Have YOU made plans to attend this year’s Lotus Owners Gathering in Birmingham, AL? If not, start 
NOW.  Late Registration fees apply after May 18th! If 
you are looking to share a motel room, we can match you 
with another participant.  
 
LEO’s Caravan down to the event will start on the 
Tuesday after Memorial Day, May 26. Plans are yet to be 
finalized, but since the trip down takes two EASY days of 
driving, we thought it would be fun to travel one of the 
East’s best roads, the Tail of the Dragon. It is on the TN-
NC border. This would require about two extra hours of 
travelling…well worth it to everyone I’ve talked to.  For 
more info on what the TOTD is like, see www.tailofthedragon.com . 
 
LEO’s return Caravan  will leave B’ham on Tuesday, June 2nd. If the weather was wet on the way 
down, we will do TOTD then. If you are even remotely interested in joining us and want to keep 
abreast of plans, contact me (Atwell) at carbuff@lotusowners.com to get on the Caravan email list.  
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We won’t repeat 
the list of special 
LOG events 
again…you can see 
them on the NEW 
Official LOG 

website, 
www.LOG29.com   
 
 
Caravanners I have 
spoken to will take 
Thursday morning 
to see some of the 
sights around 
Birmingham before 
partaking of the 
LOG events that 
day.  
 
 Headquarters is the 
Wynfrey, as it was 
in 2004 (a cozy 
hotel that is 
attached to the 
Riverchase Mall). 
LOG 29 attendees 
and will be offered 
a reduced rate of 
$120 per night plus 
taxes. The regular 
rate varies from 
$199 to $249. To 
reserve a room, 
contact The 
Wynfrey Hotel at: 

800-WYNFREY (800-996-3739) or 205-987-1600 or make a reservation online at www.wynfrey.com. 
To get the LOG29 rate, use group code 1AW4RX when making your reservation.  
 
The complete LOG Event Schedule is at http://www.log29.com/Event_Schedule.html 
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Here’s a new event for charity that sounds interesting. On June 7, many owners of exotic cars (not just 
Loti) will assemble at the Suburban Golf Club, right near Exit 140 of the Garden State Parkway (1730 
Morris Ave, Union). This FREE tour begins with registration and an optional breakfast at 9:00 AM at 
the Golf Club. Then at Noon its GENTLEMEN, START YOUR ENGINES as participants get a police 
escort towards the Garden State Parkway. We are promised some twisty back roads as the route goes 
North towards West Point, NY, where the Tour ends at the West Point Academy. Brunch and awards 
will be presented at the Thayer Hotel, overlooking the Hudson 
River. It’s all FREE to participants! 
 
Proceeds raised by sponsorship will be donated to Children of 
Fallen USA Soldiers and the Scleroderma Research Fund. 
To sign up for the event, contact Tamara Carmichael at 973-
854-6454 or tcarmichael@rcdolner.com.  
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Once again, its time to Shine ‘Em Up as LEO participates in one 
of the nicest British car shows in Northern NJ. On Saturday, 
June 13th, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, we gather on the shady lawn 
of The Hermitage to join the owners of other British marques in 
this popular choice car show, A Touch of England. This is one 
of the few shows that provides trophies for Loti specifically, not 
just in an “Other British” category, so make sure you enter by 
the May 31 early registration date.  
 
A flyer and entry form can be found at 
http://www.mgccnj.org/flyers/TOE%20Flier%202009.pdf  

 



 �� ���� �� �� ��(( 00�� �� ���� ��
They just keep coming, all year long! The Summer Picnic is a DEFINITE, the rest are subject to 
change. 
 

Sunday, July 19: LEO Summer Picnic and Rally, Schooley’s Mtn Park 
Saturday, August 15:  Spirited Drive (NY) 
Sunday, September 6th: Lotus Corral at Lime Rock (Vintage Weekend) 
Friday, September 18, Hopewell Cruise Night 
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October 3 or 4: NJ Motorsport Park (SVRA Race) 
November 7 or 8: Spirited Drive (NJ) with William Thomas Roadsters 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENT REPORTS: 
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A few of us trekked up to the home of David Teitelbaum’s on the 28th to see how his Esprit project was 
coming along.  
 
David had purchased a damaged 1999 Esprit V8. The nose had been run over by an SUV. The frame 
was largely undamaged, but the front clip (and the parts inside) were smashed.  
 
With the assistance of his son Jason (the Ebay Wizard) David found many of the pieces needed to get 
the car back into shape. An SE nose was procured…as were the V8 bumpers and lower valences. The 
dashboard was repaired and recovered. The two halves of the body were matched, cut, and joined 
together. The two halves were reinforced were the joint was. Finally they body was sent out for 
painting, an exciting Lotus Red. Now begins the reassembly. The smaller pieces of the body were re-
attached, the pedal box was reinstalled. The brakes (and ABS) were restored to working order. There 
was some wiring to be rejuvenated of course, along with a lot of small miscellaneous items like door 
latches, immobilizer, and alarm system.  But the car is all there! 
 
Working on the car several nights a week, David and Jason expect the work to be completed this 
Spring. As of this writing the car has been successfully started and is back in the body shop for final 
buffing and glass installation. Not a small feat!  
 
The pictures following show many of the steps of the repair and restoration process. Thanks to Jay and 
David for the pictures! 
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Winter wasn’t quite yet over, but several hardy LEO folks 
showed up at the weekly Classic, Hot Rod, and Exotic Car 
Gathering at Captree State Park in Long Island on March 15th.  
 
The gloomy overcast 
was a good thing 
because it wasn’t too 
hot, and it didn’t rain on 
our parade one bit! All 
the Loti (mainly 

Esprits) looked great nestled amongst the Ferraris and Ford 
GTs. 
 
After the show started to break up, our LI Leader, Mark Vinelli, took us on a short drive around  Robert 
Moses State Park, then North to the Bayard Cutting (that’s the man’s name) Arboretum, where we had a 
great lunch along the bay. 
 
 
 

77�� ��00���� �� ��
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We just can’t keep the Naglers down! Despite ongoing 
reconstruction on their regular home, David, Sandy, and 
Allison again hosted Driving Fever! Drinks took the form of 
all the original colors offered on the ’05 Elise: Ardent Red 

Cosmopolitan, 
Chrome Orange 
Creamsicle, Solar 
Yellow Sour, Isotope 
Green Appletini, and 
Laser Blueberry 
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Martini. The food was “delish”! And there was a new toy at the Lotus Shack. (It wasn’t made of 
fiberglass though; it was an early-70s BMW 2002, another one of David’s favorite cars.) . 
 
The only thing that was able to drag the folks away from the ‘Shack was Sandy’s call that: “Dinner was 
ready”. After a great meal, two LEO weddings were announced. Are we a close-knit group or what? 
 
The party didn’t wind down until the wee hours of the night, after we watched videos of LOG 28 and 
David’s track days. PS Sandy, nice Jammies!   
 
 

�� �� �� ���� �� ��55���� �� ���� ��.. 
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 ��
Dom Giangrasso contributed to this article 
 

It’s always a tough sell to get the organizers of the NY International Auto Show to provide space for a 
group of LotusHeads. But this year Dominic Giangrasso arraigned for TWO days on the 11th Avenue 
Concourse, plus a “dividend” at a display inside on the fourth floor. (See Sidebar) 

 
Saturday started out cloudy and soon deteriorated into a 
hard, cold rain. So as soon as the Opening Ceremonies 
concluded (muscle-men pulling a bevy of Kia Soul cars), 
the intrepid LEO members commandeered a covered 
area under the Entrance Promenade. It wasn’t the most 
obvious place for a display of Lotus cars, but at least it 
was dry. Despite our display-in-hiding, the crowds were 

interested 
and 

appreciative 
as usual. We 

met more local Lotus owners we didn’t know about (some 
with nearly abandoned restoration projects) so it was a truly 
worthwhile day. (One thing that helped was generous 
donations for refreshments by Sports & Specialist Cars 
and William Thomas Roadsters.) 
 
Saturday’s car owners were Dom Giangrasso, David and 

Jason 
Teitelbaum, Alex Lee, Atwell Haines, Glen Schostak, 
and Jackie Feakins. Elaine Yam-Bahk, Dominick 
Munofo, Fran Zupich, Sue Howard, and Mark 
Giangrasso helped man the booth as well. 
 
Sunday dawned dry but cold and a whole different 
group of members’ cars took the stage. The group moved 
outside and got lots of stares from the showgoers. 
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Sunday’s participants were Dom Giangrasso, Jackie Feakins (with a DIFFERENT Lotus!), Anthony 
Francia, Ed Reagan, George Jacobson, and Jon and Frank Doty. 
 
It wouldn’t be a LEO event without, umm, ADVENTURE. One Elise needed a push-start on Saturday, 
as did an M100 Elan on Sunday. One car’s headlights decided to succumb to the Prince of Darkness. 
And one car’s exhaust fell apart right on the Concourse. The crowds LOVED the noise! 
 
 

When Dom G. asked the organizers of 
the NYIAS for space for our Lotus 
display, they countered with a request of 

their own. They planned to have a tribute to Paul Newman: actor, gentleman racer, salad dressing 
creator, and humanitarian. So the call went out to any LEO member who owned an Elan similar to the 
one Paul raced, a mid 60s S1 or S2. 
 
LEO member Dick Bettle came to the fore and promised to allow his blue-and-white Elan (with roll 
bar!) to take the stage. 
 
Dick’s task was more difficult than the 
other LEO members displaying their 
Loti, because his car had to go INSIDE 
the Javits Coliseum. Not only that, but 
the Elan would stay inside the building 
overnight. Miscommunication on the 
11th placed Dick and his wife a few 
blocks from where they needed to be 
on opening day. Dom Giangrasso took 
charge and used his contacts with the 
show’s management to get the car to 
the proper freight elevator and onto the 
fourth floor.  
 
Once the car was in position another 
problem became apparent. Where was Paul? A figurine of Mr. Newman was to have been placed near 
the car, but there were no life-sized boxes anywhere. 
 
This mystery was soon solved, as a woman from Madame Tassaud’s Wax Museum soon came in, 
WHEELING PAUL ON AN OPEN HAND CART. She had walked the figure over several city blocks, 
from the Museum to the show! 
 
For the rest of Saturday, Dick stood guard over his car and “Paul” (who was valued at $200,000). That 
night, the folks from Madame Tassaud’s collected “Paul” and trucked him back uptown for 
safekeeping. 
 
“One good thing”, said Dick, “Is that Paul never blinked while standing guard over my Lotus!” 
 

Elan (in blue), Paul, and Dick 

The Tribute to Paul Newman 
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(From AutoBlog.com) 
 

Lotus Evora Versatile Vehicle Architecture  
 
The new Lotus Evora that's debuting this spring is the first product 
built on the British automaker's new Versatile Vehicle Architecture. 
The VVA builds on what Lotus learned from developing the Elise 
and its derivatives, including working with aluminum extrusions 
and industrial bonding. The modular system allows Lotus to create a 
wide variety of low volume vehicles from similar componentry at 
comparatively low cost. 
  
As a result of this work, Lotus has been awarded the 2008 Dewar 
Trophy for technical excellence. The trophy is awarded annually by 
the Royal Automobile Club in the UK for outstanding efforts in 
automotive engineering.  
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In ancient Greece (469 - 399 BC), Socrates was widely lauded for his wisdom.  
 
One day the great philosopher came upon an acquaintance, who ran up to him excitedly and said, 
"Socrates, do you know what I just heard about one of your students...?"  
 
"Wait a moment," Socrates replied. "Before you tell me, I'd like you to pass a little test.  It's called the 
Test of Three."  
 
"Test of Three?"  
 
"That's correct," Socrates continued.  
 
"Before you talk to me about my student let's take a moment to test what you're going to say.  The first 
test is Truth.  Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is true?"  
 
"No," the man replied, "actually I just heard about it."  
 

"All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true or 
not. Now let's try the second test, the test of Goodness.  Is what 
you are about to tell me about my student something good?"  
 
"No, on the contrary..."  
 
"So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad 
about him even though you're not certain it's true?"  
 
The man shrugged, a little embarrassed.  
 
Socrates continued, "You may still pass though because there is a 
third test - the filter of Usefulness.  Is what you want to tell me 
about my student going to be useful to me?"  
 
"No, not really..."  
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"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is neither True nor Good nor even Useful, why 
tell it to me at all?"  
 
The man was defeated and ashamed and said no more.  
 
This is the reason Socrates was a great philosopher and held in such high esteem.  
 
It also explains why Socrates never found out that Plato was banging his wife. 
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Spring Fashions have arrived! Order Now from the LEO Regalia Store.   
 
You can purchase your LEO stuff here: 
http://www.lotusenthusiasts.org/Regalia/Default.asp 
 
If you are going to LOG, remember the Grand Tradition of wearing your 
LEO shirt to the Friday Reception! (You other members should buy some 
apparel too…just because it makes you look good.) 
 
If you want a special item, contact Ralph Janelli at Fourth-Gear-Ltd to get the LEO embroidery 
on your item of choice. Item of clothing that is. �   
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(Submit yours to Atwell Haines, carbuff@lotusowners.com. Anything is accepted but Lotus ads get priority) 
 

NOTE: Next month we will be doing Spring Cleaning! If you still want your advert 
in the LEO News you must let me know at carbuff@lotusowners.com . Thanks. 
 
 
 
Jon Thumb’s Lotus Corner 
CLEAN OUT MY GARAGE.  Four BRAND NEW 205/60/13 YOKOHAMA AO48R still in 
wrapping packaging, obviously never mounted! Will not fit my application. Very rare size, tires are 
$120 a piece new, if you can find ‘em.  $300.00.  My loss, your gain. 
  
Looking for a DEL’ORTO MANIFOLD  for a 907 engine 2.0 litre. Willing to trade a 1600 WEBER 
TWIN CAM HEAD  for it, purchased from Tingles Lotus center when he was clearing out before they 



���������	��
������
���
���
��������
��������������� ����
��
���
������������	��
������
��

Page 15 of 17�

closed. Comes with the receipt. Twin cam head is not warped: straight, no cracks. Comes with all of the 
correct cam caps /guides.  Has pitting in two chambers to be fixed, but some people told me it doesn’t 
matter, that’s up to you. Also willing to sell it outright. 
  
MANY ELAN PLUS 2 PARTS: full radiator/blanking plates/electric fan. All glass. Various trim, 
gearlever, center console, windshield corners Lucas headlights, pencil beams and Elan differential 
(torque rod holes are a little egged out). Easy fix as these are very rare.  
 
Elan gearbox; twin cam block fully assembled 1500 miles.  
 
Elan Plus 2 interior parts: seat backs, window frames, glass… ask what you need. Everything has to 
go. All reasonably priced.  Jon Doty (973)994 -3029 jhonthumb@comcast.net 
 
 
Wanted: Esprit Final Edition V8.  (2003.5 or 2004) Must have low miles and be Chrome Orange in 
color! Joe Carro, 516 702-3582  or jclotus90@aol.com 
 
For Sale: Rear clam from '06 Elise (fits all years Elise but not Exige).  Has very light damage 
(cracked).  Currently finished in white.  Can be sold as-is for $1500 or professionally repaired for 
$2100.  Also, if purchaser requests, clam can be repainted in any color for an additional fee.  Please call 
908 872 0757. 
 
1997 Esprit V8, Azure Blue, custom 3 piece Davin wheels, suede insert interior. Some reversible 
cosmetic modifications. $37,000. Call George Withers 980-482-8132 (Westfield, NJ) 
 
1990 Esprit SE, red, excellent shape, show winner, chipped, 18 & 19” wheels with new tires. Joe 
Carro, 516 702-3582  or jclotus90@aol.com,  
 
 
1988 Esprit. 59,000 miles, white with gray interior, 10 years of service records. Phil Parlato, 
philsab123@aol.com 631-242-7439  I bought a V8! Must Sell. 
 
Stainless Catalytic Converter Test Pipes, custom welded, with or without O2 
sensor fitting, for 89 - 95 Esprit. Unleash the engine's growl! $275. Jim 
Cummings, 908-612-0548 or JCummi1561@aol.com 
NEW! Shifter bushings for Citroen-'box Esprits.  Inquire.     SOON: M100 Cat 
Pipe. 
 
Stage 2 Lotus exhaust off 2005 Elise. New Janspeed model. Only 300 miles. Asking $500. 
Please call John Carlone at (973) 366-8424 or  carlone47@verizon.net 
 
 
Wanted: Caterham 7 .  Preferably well cared for with DeDion rear, full weather equipment and Ford 
ZETEC or DURATEC power. Would also consider an unfinished car. Call Bill at 908 313 4482 
anytime. 
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Wanted to Buy: OEM battery cover to fit stock battery on a 2005 Elise. If you have one to sell, 
please call 732-407-5673 and leave a message, or e-mail Brian at bgeldz@gmail.com. 
 
 
  
 
Atwell Haines 
’88 Esprit 
Succasunna, NJ 
973-927-3765 
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